
Oral Histories of Dillinger’s Crime in Greencastle, Indiana

At this corner in October 1933 the Dillinger gang robbed one of 
the two major banks in Greencastle, Indiana. In 1990-1991 one of 

my former students—an English instructor named Monty 
Records— interviewed residents of Greencastle about the 
robbery. The texts of his interviews are reproduced in this 

document, along with news accounts of the crime. The corner is 
at the intersection of Jackson and Washington Streets on the 

courthouse square.  

Monty’s interviews were originally done for a project on Hoosier 
Legends in an ISU folklore study by Dr. Ron Baker.

North



The Indianapolis paper incorrectly identifies the 
Greencastle bank. The correct name is the 

Central National Bank.  

Harry Pierpont is correctly identified as a 
member of the gang who knew Greencastle well. 

The paper was also right to assume that the 
gang had earlier set Dillinger free from the jail in 
Ohio. This is the first report in the capital city of 

the robbery that had taken place on Monday 
afternoon.  

In the 1930s many banks closed at 3pm during 
the week.  

The Putnam County sheriff’s office was across 
the street from the Central National Bank. The 

sheriff was Lewis Alva Bryan. 

Greencastle is about halfway between 
Indianapolis and Terre Haute. 



Professor Turk 
was a young 

teacher of 
Spanish at 
DePauw in 
1933. He 

taught at the 
school for 40 

years and died 
in 1999.





Herold Truslow Ross 
taught speech at DePauw 

from 1927 to 1960 and 
died in 1994. Monty spells 
his name as “Harold,” but 
DePauw archives list him 
as “Herold,” as does his 

obituary in the 
Indianapolis Star on July 

20, 1994.





Photo of Edith Browning in the middle at the 
Central National Bank after the robbery 

(Greeencastle Daily Banner, Oct. 24, 1933)





Obituary for Edith 
Browning in 

Louisville Courier 
Journal 

July 2, 1997



• The weekend before the robbery was one of the busiest of the 
year, with over 4000 people attending the big game for 
Homecoming between DePauw’s football team and the 
Manchester College team from northern Indiana. There was a lot 
of money in town, and the Dillinger gang was expecting big 
deposits to be made at the bank on Monday, October 23, 1933.



Studebaker Sedans of the kind that the Dillinger gang 
used in Greencastle. Studebakers were manufactured in 
South Bend, Indiana. The running boards made this car 

useful for quick getaways by the gang.


